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The Kootenay-Boundary Higher Level Plan Order (HLP), Map 9.1, identifies and makes known Scenic Areas and associated Classes.  The Forest Development Plan (FDP) map must include these scenic area boundaries for the area under the plan.

The Strategies for the HLP indicates the landscape design intent for foreground, midground and background within each class.

The Operational and Site Planning Regulation (OSPR) states that when a cutblock is in the known scenic area, a visual impact assessment (VIA), that demonstrates that the timber harvesting operations are consistent with the established Visual Quality Objectives (VQO) for the area, must be completed.

Establishing VQO is a high priority for the district, and will be completed in the coming months. Until VQO are established, the HLP will guide visual management for new or amended FDP.  Within the Timber Supply Area (TSA), the most recent Visual Landscape Inventory information will be available to support the landscape design intent in the HLP.  This most recent inventory information may be accessed on the IFPA website.

Visual management on blocks approved in previous FDP will be based on inventory polygons and recommended VQO in place at the time of FDP approval for the respective areas.

The landscape design for visual management must be supported by a visual simulation package (VSP), which replaces a VIA where VQO have not been established.  The VSP for the proposed block(s) will be assessed using the following criteria: 

· does the VSP achieve the basic definition for the stated landscape design intent for the class, 

· does the design respond to the visual lines of force present in the landscape and 

· is the proposal within the prescribed percent alteration guidelines.

Viewpoints to be used for the visual simulation package should be identified and agreed upon at the FDP stage.  The decision on viewpoints should consider the worst case scenario if the viewpoints are not obvious. Discuss modifications to the viewpoints with District staff if they are necessary at the site planning stage.
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